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"BOROUSH, of ATHBOY, | 


"HE Committee for trying this Petition” Was 
choſen on the 21ſt of November, 1783, | 


and conſiſted of the following Gentlemen: 
Ceueqdſiq Green, Eſq. Chairman. 2 


Arthur French, Eſq. John Wal e, Eſq. 
Nicholas Colthurft, Eſq. Peter Lateuche, Eſq. 
Simon Digòy, Eſq. Robert Dillon, Eſq. 


Capt. Nich. Loftus Tatten- | Nathaniel Montgomery, Eſq. 
ham, 
R. ght Hon. Lieut. General Hon. Henry Sieg gon, 
Cunningham, = | 
William Montgomery, Eſq. Sir James May, Bart. 
Right Hon. Lord 'Charles Henry Coddingtor, Efq. 
: Fitzgerald, | 1. DFO 
Petitioners, —IVi/liam and Thomas Chapman, Eſqrs. 
Sitting Members, Mr. Howard aud Mr. Bligh. 
Mr. Duguery, > 
Mr. Calibeck, Counſel for Petitioners. 
Mr. O'. arrell, ; 
Mr. Smith, o'r | " 1 
Mr. Boyd, Counſel for Sitting Members. 
dr. Bunten, 
1 Names 


men 6 rt 


Names of the Committee called over. 


ww ' 


Prrrrioxzas Cast. 

It was ſtated to conſiſt of various points— 
and Counſel declared, that if he ſupported 
thoſe points, he ſhould not go into the Bribery 
or Corruption. Athboy, from the carlieſt times, 
from its firſt conſtitution, was a Town Corpo- 
rate, or Free Borough. Henry IVth granted a 
charter to it in 1410, reciting, that Athboy was 
time out of memory an ancient borough. The 
charter was not granted to make Athboy a town 
Corporate, but to eſtabliſh tolls ;—there was no 
mention therein of fending Members 19 Parlia- 
ment. In the gth of Henry 7th, a ſecond charter 
was granted. It contained no right of ſending 
Members to Parliament, but confirmed the firſt 
charter. In the 8th of James I. a third charter 
' confirmed all © the liberties and franchiſes in 
«- the former charters, and directed that all the 
« freeholders and burgeſſes, who hold meſſuages 
of any nature, tenements or lands, or burgage 
4 tenures within the ſaid town, or the franchiſes 
ce thereof, or within one mile on all ſides round 
& bout the ſaid town, ſhould contribute to the 
charges thereof, according to the quantity of 
e their lands, ſubjecting them to diſtreſs ;—and 

* grants to the ſaid town of Athboy, and one 
mile on every fide round the ſame, and the li. 
« berties thereof, that the fame ſhould be for 
% ever one entire free borough corporate, called 
5 wy the name of the Town or Borough of Ath- 
66 boy; ; 
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9 boy; and that one body corporate and politic 
„ ſhould be created of the inhabitants of ſaid 
« town or borough, conſiſting of a Prevat, 12 
- « Burge//::, and the reſt of the inhabitants cab | 
71 led the Commicnalty.”—lt gives ſeveral pri 2 
n leges—and refers to an old charter given to 
Kells, and grants all the immunities and privi- 
leges to Athboy that Kells enjoyed. The oldeit 
Parliament in this country, of which there are 
any authentic documents, was in 1613, and 7: Ir. 
Athboy then ſent two members to that parha- 2 3 
ment. The Plunket family originally had the 
guidance of this borough ; but after the trou- 
bles in Ircland they loſt it ; and other families: 
diſputed for it. In Queen Ann's reign in 
1703, 2 Mr. Robert Johnſton, great uncle to 3. Lr. 
the petitioner's father, was returned for this =—_ b. 8. 
borough. In 1713, the Bligh family, having 
acquired a conſiderable property near Athboy, 
got a controul in the borough, and Mr. John 
Bligh was returned; but in 1727, Mr. Richard 5 * 
Aſh was returned in oppoſition to the Bligh fa-' © * 
mily. In 1968, Sir Benjamin Chapman was de- p. 940. 
clared a candidate, but menaced with a /ene/hal, | 
and who ſhould be adverſe to him, and with 
the influence of the Darnley family in the Houſe 
of Commons. The act by which now petitions: 
are tried, not being then a law. In 177 b, thepetiti- 
aner, William Chapman, was returned by a very 
large majority. The candidates on the laſt elec- 
tion were the petitioners, Mr. Howard and Mr. 
Bligh, Sixteen perſons tendered their votes for 
the 
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the fitting members, and 25 for the petitioners. 
On the poll- books it will appear that twenty-ſix 
tendered their votes, one of that number being, 
by miſtake, twice reckoned. Of the tw enty- 
five who had tendercd their votes, the returning 
' officer, Francis Hopkins, excluded twenty; ot 
thoſe for the ſitting members he rejected five 
only, which left the ſitting members but eleven. 
He corrected himſelf, and ſaid that he had ad- 
mitted the whole ſixtcen, and the poll accord- 
ingly ſlood, ſixteen for the fitting members, and 
five for the petitioners. The return of the pre- 
cept reſted for a conſiderable time in the hands 
of the Seneſchal of the Manor of Athboy, who 
was agent for Lord Darnley, and to the ſitting 
member, Mr. Bligh. Lord Darnley 1s nephew 
to Mr. Howard. The Returning Officer? con- 
duct was intended to be inipeached, as he did not 
act conſonant to law. The principle on which 
he rejected thoſe votes, was becauſe they were not 
the immediate tenants of the Lord of the Manor ; 
he having conceived that any frecholder deriv- 
ing his freehold immediately from Lord Darnley, 
was a good voter; but that any freeholder, de- 
riving his freehold from any one removed a few 
degrees from Lord Darnley, or the original te- 
nant, was to be rejected. Lo the firſt tw ve of the 
petitioners votes, that was the only objection. 
Afterwards the Returning Officer had recourſe to 
to a ſecond objection, namely, occaſionalty to the 
ſubſequent voters, and added that to the ſirſt ob- 


jection made to the other voters, and in the 
liſt 
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lift of objections, they objected to twenty-four 
out of the twenty-five. for want of free- 
hold and occaſionalty, and that the voter did 
not derive under the Lord, of the Manor. The 
Returning Officer was aſſiſted by Mr. Wallace as 
his Counſel, who adviſed him to reject thoſe 
votes, but gave no reaſons for his deciſion. 
Never until the laſt election was this reſtriction 
ta immediate 'tenanis made uſe of, though the 
Returning Officer had preſided at elections for 
30 years before, and had never before that time 
refuſed the votes of under-tenants not imme- 
diately deriving from the Lord of the Manor, 
His brother had been Seneſchal for 20 years be- 
fore. The Seneſchal himſelf, a few months before 
the laſt glection made ſome of his tenants free- 
holders, but not long enough to enable them to 
vote. There was a patent or grant by King 
William in 1695, erecting the lands of Athboy 
into a manor to the Bligh family, which muſt 
_ fupport the objection, and upon that they founded 
their right of excluding under-tenants. A vote 
of Joſeph Brown was tendered for the petitioners 
as a forty-ſhilling freeholder, and was rejected 
by the Seneſchal upon the ground that the 
Clerk of the Peace had not the regiſtry when he 
brit offered to poll; but on the ſecond day 
he refuſed him, as he had been brought up be- 
fore, and would not ſuffer the affidavits to be 
read of freeholders who tendered for petiti- 
tioners, unleſs it appeared they were immediate 
tenants of the Lord of the Manor. The vote 


of 
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of Sir Benjamin Chapman was tendered for tlie 
petitioners, and rejected, becauſe he would not 
declare Whether he was an immediate tenant to 
Lord Darnley or not, though the Seneſchal, who 
was agent, and had actually received his rent 
not two months before, well knew that he was. 
There were two votes admitted for the fitting 
members, which were really extraordinary. 

Mr. Thomas Hopkins was admitted, though he 
derived under a ſecond ſon of the late Lord 


Daruley. Mr. Robert Fleetwood, who was re- 


jected on the election preceding the laſt for not 


being a frecholder, as he would not take the 


oath, was admitted on the laſt, though he held 
only by a letter from the agent, accepting of his 
propoſal for lands for life, or 21 years: There 
were two other votes, Edward Liſcomb and 
Joſeph Liſcomb, who voted as as forty-ſhilling 
frecholders for the ſitting members; their title 
was derived under their father who had died a 
few weeks before the election, who had regit- 
tered his- freehold; We ey tare out Al his 


regiſtry. | DU ot, os, 


The Genies ther reſolved; That no js wtf 
who. has been preſent at the examination of any 
witneſs, ſhall be admitted as an evidence, ex- 
cept the agents, .whoſe names have been deli- 
vered in to the clerk; 27 DINE 

Alexander Wood to prove the tender of the df. 


fcrent votes for the Ar —ſworn' as to 
| | | | 4 the 
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the entry of Joſeph Brown: He (the witneſs) 
attended at Athboy on the ich of Auguſt laſt 


9 


or Book 
of the laſt 
election 


28 agent and clerk for Sir Thomas and William vas read. 


Chapman. He remembered Joſeph Brown to 
have tendered his vote. The witneſs had taken 


notes of what paſſed at that time; the notes in 
his hand are what he took then, and were all in 


his hand- writing. The firſt day Brown was ten- 
.dered, the book was there, but not the aſſidavit 


entered by the Clerk of the Peace, and was 


therefore rejected as not being duly regiſtered, 


though the Clerk of the Peace offered to pro- 
duce the affidavit, and though in two hours 


Brown's name appeared in the regiſtry book. - 


Henry Reynolds, the Clerk: of the Peace, was 


produced to prove the regiſtry of Joſeph 


Brown. He was Clerk of the Peace of the 


County of Meath, and attended at Athboy on 


the 11th of Auguſt laſt; had his regiſtry book 
with him, and had it then in his hands. He 


recollected Joſeph Brown to have tendered his 


vote. The witneſs was called to for his regiſtry, 


and examined for his regiſtry. He produced 
the book, and opened it, and was then aſked for 


the affidavit ; immediately after he had found 


the entry of Brown's regiſtry in the book. On 


being aſked for the affidavit, he (the witneſs) 
anfwered, that he had not brought any of the 


affidavits with him. His reaſon for not bringing 


them with him was, that he went to Athboy 


the Sunday before the election, to meet the can- 
3 at the deſire and requel of one of the 


. candidates, 
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| candidates, Mr. William Chapman and Sir 
Benjamin Chapman having informed the wit- 


neſs his attendance would be neceſſary with the 
records and regiſtry of the freeholders. The 
witneſs went into the church to ſee the other 
candidates, to aſk them whether his attendance 
would be neceflary, and he there met Mr. 
Howard, and Mr. Hopkins the Returning 
Officer, in the. veſtry- room, with ſome other 
gentlemen, and addrefled himſelf to Mr. Hop- 
kins, and wiſhed to know whether it was his 
pleaſure, and the friends of his fide, that he 


| ſhould attend; and obſerved, that the affidavits 


were a large bundle, and troubleſome and dan- 
gerous to carry, and that the book of entries 


would be ſufficient. Mr. Hopkins anſwered, he 
would give no directions about it one way or 


the other, and the witneſs then went away. He 
came the firſt day of the election to Athboy, 


but did not bring the affidavits, but only the 


book of entries; and read the entry of Joſeph 
Brown on the firſt day, and being called to for 
the affidavit, he anſwered he had not brought 


any of the affidavits with him, and they were 
then at Trim in his office, where he lived. On 


the day following he brought them, on a requi- 
ſition being ſigned by three or four gentlemen 
on the buſtings, which he deſired, for he other- 
wiſe would not bring them out of his office; it 
was ſigned by Sir Benjamin Chapman, Mr. Skel- 


Jet, and Sir James Somervill ; the requiſition he 


looked upon as-an indemnity to him for bring- 
"IH ing 
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ing them. He was called upon on the ſecond 
day for the affidavit of Brown, by the party of 
William Chapman and Sir Thomas, the peti- 

tioners, who tendered Brown. The witneſs 
had the affidavit open in his hand, and produced 
it, but it was not admitted to be read, as Brown 
had been called on the day before, and the af- 
fidavit was not then produced. The witneſs had 
been aſked whether he could produce it in one 
hour? and had ſaid, no. Whether in an hour 


and an half? he ſaid, no; but faid on the firſt 


day, he could produce the affidavit in two hours. 
Athboy is five miles from his office, He then 


had the affidavit. He got the affidavit before Reading, 


he made the entry in his book, and made the 
entry in conſequence of getting the affidavit. 
He had tendered the affidavits of eight free- 
holders, which were as many as were called, or 
as many as he could find. He tendered and 
read part of the entry of Iſaac Hodgins, and 
turned to the affidavit on the file, and read part 
of it, but was ſtopped by the lawyers for the 
ſitting members and returning officers, becauſe 
Hodgins did not derive immediately from the 
Lord of the Manor, and none of the entries or 
affidavits were afterwards read, and there were 
more forty-ſhilling freeholders tendered their 
votes for the petitioners, . who were refuſed 
upon the ſame principle. | 


He was croſs-examined. 


He had acted for ſix or ſeven years as Clerk 


of the Peace, and never attended as ſuch at any 
C2 election 
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election before. The witneſs believed he in- 
finuated to Mr. Howard, that he expected to be 
paid for his attendance, but received no ditec- 
tions from him or Mr. Bligh reſpecting the af - 
fidavits or the book. He was long acquainted 
with Mr. Hopkins, and had a great regard for 
him. He did not bring the affidavits in conſe- 
quence of his own opinion, and from the dan- 
ger and trouble of the carriage. He did not 


know Joſeph Brown; and, believed the reaſon 


why the affidavits were not read, was that of 
the objection of their not being immediate te- 
nants to the Lord of the Manor, which if it 


were well founded, rendered the reading of 


them unneceſſary. The witneſs believed the 
queſtion of voting was argued by Counſel on 
both ſides, and the Seneſchal's Counſel gave his 
opinion that they had not a right, as not being 
immediate tenants to the Lord of the Manor, 
and the Seneſchal therefore rejected them in 


. confequence of that opinion, given publicly. 
The witneſs attended the election of Athboy in 


the year 1776, as Poll Clerk for Mr. Chapman. 
He had the poll. book of that day in his hand. 
He ſaw the name of Benjamin Gill in the Re- 


turning Officer's poll- book; he voted for Ed- 


ward Tigh and William Chapman, Lſqrs. and 
on his own book the ſame appeared. He never 
had that poll- book in his poſſeſſion (meaning the 
Seneſchal's poll book). 

[The entry of Benjamin Gill was mad from the 


Seneſchal's book in 1776, whence it appeared he 
Was objected to, and ſworn and admitted to poll. ] 


3 The 
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— was. here. cleared, and Cqunſel 
being called in, it was declared, That the Com- 
mittee had reſolved. unanimouſly, that Benja- 
min Gill do forthwith attend this Committee, 
and bring with him the leaſe out of which he. 
voted at the election in 1776, fog: the ang 
of ; ALBROYs (1 © tot id bb 

T homds Widen spende to ks 1 
of ſummons z ſ worn. He ſerved Henry Ire- 
ton, a ſlide · maker, on Sunday laſt, perſonallyʒ 
and Ireton would not come; he was fober; He 
alſo ſerved Edward Gill, by leaving a copy at 
his houſe. He alſo ferved Benjamin Gill, by 
giving a copy to his wife. Ile alſo ſerved Tho- 
mas Patterſon, by givihg acopy this wife. Wet) 

"Benjamin Gill vas produced ts prove” bäfnſelf 
an under. tenant. He votedlat Athbey at the 
election in 1770," for Mr, William Chapmiaß and 
Mr. Tigh. He bad his freehold from Mr. Kel- 
lett; it was Lord Darnley's eſtate.“ Kallett pur- 
chaſed from Mr. Owens, who was tehant to 
Lord Darnly ;—Mr. Owens purchaſed from Mr. 
Walker, ho immediately: heid under Lord 
_ on ;<Kellet derived under Owens. He 

as aſked no queſtions when he voted, but tool 
the freeholder's oath. He was aſked whether he 
had a leaſe or not. Could not dime 
ene to or na : ba von ad 
: He was croſs- examined. 


He _ + ſort of a contract for his land, which 
he got the day of the election. The original 
leaſe was depoſited in the bands of Mr. Rey- 


nolds, 
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nolds, the Clerk of the Peace, in truſt, and 
never was in the witneſs's poſſeſſion,” and did not 


know whether Sir Benjamin Chapman ever got 


a copy of that leaſe. The witneſs was promiſed 
a place in the revenue by Sir Benjamin if he 
would vote out of that Leaſe for Mr. William 
Chapman. He ſold his intereſt in the promiſe 
of a revenue employment to Harris Kellet, for 
thirty guineas, and got ſecurity for it, but did 


not get the money for it. The witneſs was in 


poſſefſion of the farm about a year and à half 
before the election, and had it ſtill; his leaſe 
was then for years and lives. He got the writ- 

ing the day of the election; the contract was 


drawn the day of the election, and was ante- 


dated z and he had no writing before the day of 
the election. Mr. Hopkins preſided as Return- 
ing Officer at the election in 1776; there was 
no objection then made to his vote. Mr. Kellett. 
ordered the oath to be adminiſtered to him. 
[The entry. of his voting was * b 
poll- book.] 7 — 

Samuel Far fer Was ZI to {Prove the 
cuſtom of the manor.—Sworn. The witneſs 
knew; the Manor of Athboy above forty, and 
near fifty years; he attended elections there; 
and always had heard that the freeholders of 
the manor had the right of voting, and knew. 
no diſtinction between mediate or immediate, 
or upper or under tenants, voting there. He 
was a tenant in 1776, and offered to vote, but 
was rejected as his lands were not in the manor. 

| Saw 
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Saw the name of Chriſtopher Tuite in the Se- 
neſchal's book; at a former election he had 
- figned the book on a return of members. Tuite 
had been tenant to part of the lands which the 
- witneſs held when he tendered his vote. He 
ſaw Mr. Grueber to vote in 1776; he was 


. miniſter, and voted out of his glebe 
and church- yard; he ſaw Henry Ireton there 


. vote. 
. He was croſs-examined. | 


The witneſs never heard or knew of a con- 


teſted election at Athboy till 1776, and never 
was preſent before or ſince at any election there, 
as there was not a conteſt, he believed there 
could be no queſtion concerning the right of 
voting. He believed Mr. William Chapman's 
. declaring himſelf a candidate in 1776, was very 


ſudden and unexpected. The witneſs did not 


recollect the name of any other perſon raiſing a 
conteſt in 1776. He was in the confidence of 
Mr. Chapman, and did every thing to ſerve the 
family. He had heard but a very few days be- 
fore the election in 1776, of Mr. William Chap- 
man ſetting up for the borough, and could not 


ſay whether there might not be applications to 


the freeholders before he heard of it. He had 
heard of the election in 1783. He knew the 
lands of Cowlditch, containing between 20 and 
.30 acres, which was Sir Benjamin Chapman's 
property, who made many freeholds out of it; 
he heard they were made freeholders ſomewhat 


about ſix or e months before that election, 


Nl | | and 
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and believed they got thely leaſes time * 
to be regiſtered. The witneſs meant to make 
his oppoſitien to the Bligh family by his in- 
rene with the frecholders. Bree. 
Mr. Alexander Mocd was produ ced to prove 


5 uſage of the manor. He had known tlie 
borough of Athboy about 30 years, and under- 
ſtood that the frecholders of the manor had the 


right of voting. He never heard of the diſ- 
tinction between upper and under tenants till 


the laſt election, and never heard the contrary, 


Hut that under-tenants had the right of voting. 


He had lived many years within | five miles of 


Athboy, 2 and red on part: of Lord TE 
land. 

: He was coofs-tmantindd.”: k ; 
\ He had heard of a conteſt' exiſting in the bo- 
rough ſo long as the time of Mr. Aſh, who was 
returned for that borough, and heard it from 
his wife's mother, and ſeveral other inhabitants 
of that town. He had heard of Mr. Johnſton's 
conteſt from ſeveral inhabitants, but did not re- 


collect whether it was before or after Mr. Affi, 
Johnſton was returned. The witnefs had heard 
that Sir Benjamin intended to ſet up, but never, 
to his knowledge, knew of any conteſt till 1776. 
Mr. William Chapman was then a candidate, 


and the witneſs had heard that he would be ſo a 


conſiderable time before the election, and be- 
lieved it was a ſurpriſe upon the gentlemen he 


oppoſed, as they thought it extraordinary any 
one ſhould oppoſe the Bligh family. The 
Hr. | witneſs 
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the witneſs knew. Mr..Foſter, and believed he was 
acquainted with his brother. He pelievęd there 
could be no diflindtion, of APPEr or under ter 
nants in 1776, otherwiſe, he ſhould have heard 
it. The witnels did not. attend that. election, 
and knew of no objections that were then made 
there. He believed he knew, ſome people re- 
puted to be under-tenants who had voted, then. 
He never heard that any Counſel had attended 
that election for Lord Darnley, but there Was 
Counſel, at the laſt election, on behalf of, the ſit- 
ting members. Mr. Wallis fat by the. Seneſchal, 
and the witneſs could. not ſay what brought him 
there; but Mr. Wallis. e to be intereſted, 
The "witneſs took the poll for William and Sir 
Thomas Chapman. The Seneſchal and Mr. Wal- 
lis talked together, and the Seneſchal appeared 
to take his advice, which x was given Pet anc 


LG 4 


formed no opinion re cn the 5 put, 
being only a Poll Clerk. He holds no land with- 
in the manor, and never was a voter there. . 
| 'E homas Lewis, to prove the reputation of the 
borough. The witneſs had known the borough 
ſince he was born; he was near fifty years old. 
He never heard any conteſt, but that every free- 
holder had a right to vote but at the laſt bout. 
| There never was any diſtinction between upper 
and under tenants, . He faw Henry Ireton vote 
when, Mr. William Chapman was firſt returned, 
and he was an under tenant ; there was no ob- 
jection chen made to him. 
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He -was crok-examined. * | 7 54 


Mee held under Lord Dilly The 
leaſe was made to his father and uncle, and 
the witneſs held under his father's will. They 
were immediate tenants to Lord Darnley. Ire- 
ton got his intereſt from his brother-in-law, by 


Un wife.” He thought if a leaſe were made to 


Bim for one Hfe, and he ſhould make leaſe of 
it to another for one Efe, that that perſon would 
de an under. tenant. Treton held under Edgy 
Rylands, his brother-in-law, who held under 
Lord Darnley; Ireton holds for his wife's life. 
Ryland's ſiſter,” and the 
witnels ſbppoſed he got the land as a marriage 
portion with his wife, and was bailiff to Sir 
Benjamin Chapman. He never faw any article 
or leaſe 3 5 by Edgy Rylands to Henry 
Ireton. 1 

Harris Kellett to the lame point. The witneſs 
voted at Athboy i in 1776, at that election, by 
virtue of an article or leaſe of lives made to him 
by Henry Owen. The witneſs voted or figned 
the return at the election in 1775, under a leaſe, 
or au article of lives made to him by Henry 


Owen. He voted at the laſt election in 178 1 4 
dut not by virtue of the "ſame article. He 


voted at the former elections, but under a mar- 
riege ſettibtuent. The lives in the article by 
wth Ae. voted before 1783, had died. The 


uicheſs never heard any thing to the contrary, | 
but that the under tenants had a right to vote, 


and never heard of any diſüindtion between up- 


Per 3 
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per and under tenants till the laſt election. He 
knew Henry Owen, who. was then dead; he 
was a freeholder under a purchaſe from Fr 
WAR late of Portleſter. © 
| He was crof-examined. . 
8 the witneſs's father- 3 he de. 
rived under him; and Gill, the former witneſs, 


under the witnels, He ſaw the original leaſe 


from Lord Darnley ; Mr. Hopkins had the coun- 


ter-part ; it was a leafe for three lives and. eleven 


years, to commence after the deceaſe of the laſt 
life. There was -a John or james Walker, a 


Francis Hopkins of Daverſtown, and Francis 


Walker of Portleſter ; all the lives are dead 38 
he believes; the laſt died before the election in 
1783; he voted in 1776 out of Kilballaver, 


part of the lands of Streamſtown and Tearagh- 


more. The lives of Thomas Shore, Thomas 
Gill, and Athanaſius Cuſack, were inſerted in 
his ſettlement. He believed thoſe are the lives 


in Mr. Shore's leaſe from Lord Darnley; he 


could not form a belief whether there were the 
ſame lives in the ſettlement as in Shore's leaſe; 
but he (the witneſs) had as great an intereſt in 
| the part of the lands of Clonacavan he voted 
out of in 1783 as Shore had in the leafe 
from Lord Darnley. There was no objection in 
1776 mads to his vote. The witneſs could not 
form a belief whether the Seneſchal was then 
afliſted by Counſel ; there was no conteſt before 
1776. In his time the queſtion about under 


D242. fore 


e Fight of voting was never agitated be- 


20 Tu cast er TE 


fore dhe lat din to Bis Cie”: and 
| never heard it 1 of at all beipre the laſt 
Hal, mort een en eee 2 2:4 
Thomas Potterton Was produced t6 M5 being 
lately made freeholder 16 vote at Athboy. He 
could not ay whether he had a freehold in Ath- 
boy « or not; he lrad a leaſe from Mr. Francis Hop- 
ins, to whork! Lord Darnley is the immediate 
Hndlord; he did not vote ar the laſt election for 
Ahd. Vii 2916) i 11 = 
[Leaſe from Hopkins to Potterton was pro- 
duced” And read; it was dated 18th July, 1783. 
© Fe. Hopkins ſent for the witneſs, and gave 
Aim the leaſe ; the name, of the lands was Mul. 


i; rns 


and had no part of them at that time; the lands 
were worth more thin forty ſhillings y ; he 
gave him che Jeale to free the family of Lord 
Darnley.”* | 3 
Mx. John Martley, to ſhew he. was made a an 
under frecholder by Mr. Hopkins for the pur- 
poſe of voting. The witneſs had a leaſe from 
Mr. Francis Hopkins, Jun. ſon to the Returning 
Officer, who. Was agent to Lord Darvley ; ; he 
got 5 fome time in ſummer, but not time 
enough to vote at the laſt election for Athboy; 
he would have offered his vote if it had been 
time enough. He gave Mr. Hopkins nothing 
| for the leaſe ; it Was given to him for the pur- 
poſe of voting; ; it was a ten- pound freehold ; 
| Þ was never in poſſeſſion of the lands, but 
could get the proſit rent when he pleaſed to call 
for i it ; the lands were jet at the time he got the 
leaſe j— 1— 


laghſtones; he got no poſſeſſipn of the lands, 


— 
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leaſe —it was his intention vo receive the ten 
_ # year — He was croſs-examined- 
Ile attended tlie laſt election, and remem- 
bered objeians made to people who were under 
tenants, and bulicved the witneſs would have 
been rejected on the fame principle. Counſel 
afit&d tie Seneſchal, who implicitly followed 
| ounſel's advice, and Counſel gave his opinion 
ant reaſens publicly in open Court. He did not 
look upon the'leaſe as a rent charge; be had 
3 a leaſe to an under tenant. 5 
Henty Reynoltls was produced to the that Mr. 
Grusber, ho did not derive under Lord Darn. 
dey's family; "had voted at the electiqn. The 
witneſs attended the election in Athboy in 
177 6 /4aw-Mr. Grueber, (who had ſince died) 
vote chere; he was Vicar of the Pariſk of Ath- 
vox; ; he v6red from the glebe and church. yard. 


: The c copy of an inſtitution produced a as to the 
'vicarage, of Athboy. Alt was objected to as nat 
being the beſt evidence, as the original mig bt 
'be produced. But on the other hand, it Was 
contended that a copy, when proved to have 
been duly compared and atteſted, was. evidence. 
—And the room was cleared; and on Counſel 
being called in, the Chairman informed chem, 
that it had been Z 

* Reſolved, That it was the opinion of the 
Committee, that the copy of the inſtitution pro- 
duced, ſhould' be admitted as. evidence—that 
the Rev. William Grueber was. preſented to the 
Wicatage of Athboy, Mr. Reynolds 5 

that he compared it, and ſaw it duly atteſt 


Reynolds 


— 


- 
. 
: 
* 
x 
4.8 
. 
7 
1 
G 
*+4 
. 
1 
117 
27 
Þ * 
an 
14 
Fro 
'S & 
'TE 
n 
| 
1 
£ 
11 
To 
3 
1 
"31 
4 
4 i 
1 
1 
= =; 


ö 


THE CASE OT THE 


EKeynolds faw the Officer atteſt the copy; and 


the witneſs compare it. ——{lt was then read.] 


- Robert Shore was produced to the ſame point. 
He knew the Manor of Athboy about forty 
years: | The right of voting for Members of 
Parliament is —. to be in the freeholders at 
large. He remembered fix elections for that 
borough at the leaſt. He never knew or heard 
of any diſtinction between upper and under te- 
nants voting till the laſt election; and had 
known tenants: not holding immediately from 
the Darnley family, to vote; he never knew 
them objected to till the laſt election. He re- 


membered no conteſt before 1776 ; the Rector 


voted then in right of his church - yard and 


5 glebe. There was a canvaſs in 1778; he could 


not ſay whether the under tenants were then 
canvaſſed, or applied to for their votes. The 


candidates were Mr. Bligh and Mr. Tigh, and 


there were no other candidates then. The Mr, - 
Chapmans ſolicited the witneſs for Sir Benjamin. 
The witneſs ſaw the under tenants vote in 1776, 
who were not immediate tenants to Lord Darn. 
ley, and no objection was made to them. 


There were objections made to ſome gentlemen 
who did not live in the manor. Henry Ireton, 


Benjamin Gill, and Harris Kellett, voted as un. 
any tenants in 1776. 


1 He was croſs. examined. 
here was no conteſt before 1776. He flaw 


| 11 Hopkins taking care of the books. He be. 
Hexed no perſon, figued PT. return, who had 
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- Hot a right. | He never ſaw Henry Ireton's leaſe 


Saad, under which he voted; he had heard 
he got his land as a marriage portion: lreton 
was not aſked in 1776, whether he was an vn 
der- tenant; or not, nor any of the others WhO 


voted as ſuch; be could not tell to whom Ireton 


paid his rent. He never ſaw Harris LOHES ar- | 
tide 3 he faw Benjamin Gilt's, 
' Anthony Byrne was produced, to prove : 
of the different returns of the Borough of Ath- 
boy. He had compared with the originak, the 
ſeveral returns for the Borough of Athboy of 
the 2d and 12th of Anne the 1ſt, and 24th of 
Geo. the ad, the 1, 8th, and 16th of Geo. the 
3G which he produced, and they were read. 
The Clerk of the Hanaper ſearched for the re- 


turns in George I. but could not find them. 


The c of the charter of James I, 
produced. 


Jobn Chriftian was produced toy prove the char- 
ter; he got the charter of James I. from Mr. 
Francis Perry, deputy keeper of the rolls. 

; Part of the inrollment was rea. 

Know ye, that the Provoſt and Burgeſſe of 
the town of Athboy, have been for time ae 
morial an ancient Borough.” | 

The N eee e and par | 


of it vend; as follows. 


„ And farther of our ſpecial i certain 
* knowledge, and mere motion, and by the con- 
* ſent aforeſaid, we give and grant to the afore- 


« ſaid Provoſt, free Burgeſſes, and on— 


TRE. CAGE ON THB. 


Daf the laid tom ef, AhHON, or by what other 
name the inhabitants oz reſidents of the tui 
Ur. Borough aforeſaid, may be named, or called 

er known,z thazaghe korg rl seen of, Ath- 
< boy, and al ae lands, i ge 

* ments, within the said town; and, within one 

mile on gyery ſidg f the faid town of Athe 

0 boy, all around the ſaid ton, and the liber: 

ties or limits of the fame, fy m ee for 

6 ever, may be- one ent] r er bote 

cc by itſelf, and f 41 gver ST | 

6 ed, named, an d hog by the, name ach the 


ACT + 


& 2 created of the inhabit, tits 675 We dents x 
et the aid town Or e : confi ing of a 
t Provoſt, free Burgefles, ande commuliity of the 
* town or Borough of Athboy atoreſaid. And 
te further by tlieſe prefents we” make, conſtitute, 
* 2nd appoint Thomas Plunket, Provoſt of the 
&« ſaid town, from the date of theltre our Letters 
Patent to the feaſt of St. Michael the Arch- 
* angel Then "follow ! the names of the 
twelve Burgeſſes- Sat 29 A 10 1194017 4 
This charter granted the ſame idertits; pv. 
leges; Juriſdictions and preheminences to Ath- 
boy, in as ample a manner as the town of 
Kells had, or enjoyed the ſamſe. 
Mr. Henry Reynolds was prchluced to prove 4 
leaſe; his name and hand- writing was ſubſcribed 
Vitor 6 age cif DA 5&0 gh 
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as a witneſs to the leaſe produced to him, and 


which was executed by Harris Kellett to Benja- 
min Gill. He proved the execution. 
He was croſs- examined. 


The leaſe was prepared and executed in 1776, 


and was antedated to give the landlord a power 
to diſtrain for arrear of rent ;—the witnefs be- 


lieved it was fo antedated for we D of | 


entitling Gill to vote. 


John Petland, Eſq. produced to prove the 
right of voting.—The witneſs held lands in the 


manor of Athboy by leaſe for a life, and had no 


leaſe from Lord Darnley in that manor; his 


leaſe was from Mr. Thomas Hopkins, nephew 


to Francis Hopkins; he did not know whether 
the lands were in the manor of Athboy or not; 


he never was on the land, nor received rent. 


Hopkins aſked him if he choſe to be a free- 


holder of the County of Meath at the time of 


giving him the leaſe ; it was previous to, the laſt 
election, but had no converfation reſpecting his 
vote. The witneſs was at the election for Ath- 


boy, and was told he had a right to vote e there, | 


but did not tender his vote. 
lle was croſs- examined. 


Ws were rents due fince he got the teaſe, 
and thought himſelf entitled to receive the rents 
to his own uſe. He went there with Mr. Wil- 
liams, who had often taken the witnefs down; 3 
the witneſs's father lived there. 


Eeorge Williams proved -he received the char 
ter 2 Reſts from the Rolls Office.” 
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Mr. John Warburton produced and read it.— 


The inrollment was produced and read the fol- 


lowing clauſe of the- inrollment of the charter 
of the 4th of James .L-—* We ordain, appoint 


and declare, that the ſaid Sovereign, and 
FPortrieves and Burgeſſes, and their ſucceſ- 
* ſors, or the major part of them, ſhall have 
power to ſend Members to Parliament, &c.“ 


The Community was not mentioned therein. 
Francis Hopkins, Eſq. fon to the Returning 


Officer, was produced to prove the title of un- 
der tenants to vote. The witneſs was acquainted 


with the Manor of Athboy for about three years. 
The only election he remembered was the laſt; 


the under tenants were then rejected. The wit- 


neſs made leaſes of lands within the Manor, 


imagining the tenants might thereby have a 


right to vote; but did not know whether his 


father made the like leaſes, but ſaw blank leaſes 


with his father, but knew not whether they 
were filled up after; he ſaw them in his fa- 
ther's office about F ene (or March 2 and 


not ſooner. 
| He was 3 


He had heard that Sir Benjamin GC 
gave leaſes for the like purpoſe, and; ſaw them 
regiſtered ; but knew. nothing of the;borough 
prior to the laſt three yearg ; his leaſes were 
poſterior to Sir Benjamin' s, and were made with 
a view to counteract Sir Benjamin's, The wit- 
neſs's tenants did pot tender their votes, not 
being regiſtered : in time; there was a legal 

opinion 


14 
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opinion taken by the Seneſchal relative to un 
conduct on the laſt election. | 
 Edgeworth Rylands was produced to este ths 
under tenancy of Ireton. Is a freeholder of the 
Manor of Athboy; held his leaſe from Lord 
Darnley ; it is a leaſe for three lives; he let part 
of his freehold to his brotherdadlawy to Henry 
Ireton, by leaſe for his wife's life, at twenty 


ſhillings and ſixpence a year, a houſe and gar- 


den; his ſiſter's life is not in the original Dom 
Ireton pays his rent to the witneſs. 2 


The Petitioners here reſted their evidence as 


to the right: of under-tenants to vote 79215 
et The CAR of the 9 1 Maubrns. | 
Ihe queſtion before the Committee was, whe- 
ther the freeholders of the Lord of the: Manor 
of Athboy, were entitled to vote, or their un- 
der tenants; James the Second, after his abdi- 
cation, had granted a new charter to Atliboy; 
and William and Mary, by letters patent of 
June the 4th, 1693, had erected it into one en- 
tire manor; by the name of the Town and Ma- 
nor of Athboy, and empowered Mr. Bligh and 
his freeholders to grant 200 acres of thoſe 
lands to be held of him and his frecholders, and 
their aſſigns, as of the faid Manor of Athboy; 
by ſuch ſervices as he, his freeholders, and 


aſſigns think fit, in free and common ſoccage, 


or by ſuit of Court from three weeks to three 
weeks in fee ſimple, fee tail or for lives, render- 
ing ſuch rent as he, his frecholders, or aſſigns, 
| E 2 Would 
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ſhould think fit, with à non-obſtante of the 


ſtatute of the 18th. of Edward the Firſt, and 


from thence forward Athboy had\conflantly re- 
turned Members as a Manor.——— The fitting 


members contend, that only thoſe deriving im- 


mediately' from them, had a right of voting. 
That'a Court Baron was an abſolute and indiſ- 
penfable requiſite of -a Manor, and if that fell 
to theground, the Manor would thereby be de- 
ſtroyed, or if there ond not r tenants 
to attend them. 

- George: Williams was 3 to 4 the 
Charter of King William and Queen Mary, 
and the following clauſe thereout was read: 

« We give and grant unto the faid Thomas 
& Bligh, his freeholders and aſſigns, all and ſin- 
« gular, the town, lands and premiſes after 
«particularly mentioned, lying and being in 
the pariſhes of Rathmer, Moyagher, Kil- 
* dalky and Athboy, and in the | barony of 
Lune and county of Meath, viz. the moiety 
of Gillſtown, town and lands of Fordrath, 


« Foſter Fields, Mitchelſtown, Divlamgan, 


* Clonmore, Cloniſogan, Moatown, Clonicab- 
bin, Robinſtown, Clonebranny, part of Car- 
«-ranſtown, Otterſtown and Kilballivin, from 
c thenceforth to be one entire Manor, to all in- 
*-tents, conſtraints, and purpoſes whatſoever, 
and all and ſingular the aforeſaid lands and 
+ premiſes, into one entire Manor, erect and 


©; create into one entire Manor, by the name of 


& the Manor of pate give and grant 
| | cc to 
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to ſaid Thomas Bligh, his heirs and ſucceſſors; 


and every of them from time to time, and at 


all times to come, at his and their pleaſure, 
freely, and without the let, hindrance, or 
impediment for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
to give, grant, enfeoff or alien ſo much f all 


and ſingular the ſaid lands, tenements and 
hereditaments which fhall not exceed two 


thouſand acres to any perſon or perſogs What - 
ſoever; and other freeholders, in tee ample, 
fee farm, fee tail, or for lives, to be holden 
of the ſaid Thomas Bligh, his heirs and aſ- 


ſigns, as of the ſuid Manor of Athboy, by 
„ ſuch ſervices as he the ſaid Thomas Bligh, his 


heirs or aſſigns ſhall think fit, in free and 
common ſoccage, or by ſuit of Court, from 
three weeks to three weeks, or ſeldomer, or 


| otherwiſe, by any other lawful ſeryices what- 
ſoever, yielding and paying unto the ſaid Tho- 
mas Bligh, his heirs and aſſigns, ſuch rents 
and lawful reſervations as the ſaid Thom as 
Bligh, his heirs and aſſigns, ſhall think fit to 
reſerve thereupon, the ſtatute made in the 


.18th year of the reign of Edward the Firſt, 


commonly called quia emptores terrarum, or 
any other ſtatute, &c. notwithſtanding.” 


That. the right of voting was in.thoſe bo 


derived immediately from the Lord of the Ma- 


nor, and for that purpoſe referred to the deter- 


mination of the Houſe of Commons i in 1727, as 
to the Manor of Mullingar, and for that Pur 


poſe the following entries from the Journals; 


. Sabbati, 
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| * Sabbati, 2 Decembris, 17279. 

A Petition of Arthur Acheſon; Baronet, 
A + and John Rochfort, Eſq. yt: 

And alſo a Petition of John Hacket and 
* ies Bowen, Eſqrs. complaining of an un- 
due election and return for the Manor of 
« Mullingar, in the County of Weſtmeath, 
< were leverally — — to the Houſe and 
e ready” 8 2; 

And a motion being WY that- the inden- 
* ture and return for the-ſaid borough, lying 
on the table, be read, the return of Sir Ar- 
te thur Acheſon and John Rochfort, Eſq. by in- 
© denture under the hands and ſeals of the 
«. ſeneſchal and freeholders of the ſaid manor, 

“ And alſo the return of John Hacket and 
„ John Bowen, Efqrs. by indenture under the 
% hands and ſeals of ſeveral of the freebolders of 
66! the ſaid manor were ſeverally read. 

Ordered, that the Clerk of the Crown do 
6 attend this Houſe immediately, and take off 
cc the ſile the indenture by which the ſaid Mr. 
« Hacket and Mr. Bowen are returned. 

« And Mr. Madden, Deputy Clerk of the 
« Crown, attended, and took the ſaid inden- ; 
e ture accordingly. _ 

« Ordered, that the petition of the ſaid Mr. 
« Hacket and Mr. Bowen be referred to the 
Committee of Privileges, and that they do 
& examine the matter thereof, and report the 
„ fame, with their opinion DEPP. to the 


on Houſe.” 


*& Mercurii, 


l 
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” Mam 24 Die Januarũ, 1727. N 


2 


« Doctor Trotter reported from the Com- 5 Ir. Com 


« mittee of Privileges and Elections, that they 344. 
had heard the matter touching the election 
for the Town and Manor of Mullingar, and 
ce had come to ſeveral reſolutions thereupon, 
« which he read in his place, and after delivered 


cc at the table. where the ſame were again read 


« and agreed to by the Houſe nemine contra- 
diente, and are as follow: 

„ Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this 
Committee, that the right of electing mem- 
« bers to ſerve in Parliament for the Town and 
Manor of Mullingar, is in fuch freeholders as 
« derive under the original Nays of the faid 
* manor.” 

© Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this 
A Committee, that Sir Arthur Acheſon, | Bart. 
« is duly elected a Burgeſs to ſerve in this Par- 
liament for the Town and Manor of Mullin- 
« gar, in the County of Weſtmeath.” 


And the like reſolution as to Mr. Rochfort, 
and upon this authority the ſuting members 


reſted their caſe. 


And the Committee thereupon - Reſolved 
unanimouſly, that it was the opinion of the 
Committee, that the Freeholders at large of the 
Borough and Manor of Athboy, were d entitled 
to vote for Members to ſerve in Parliament for 
the ſaid Borough or Manor of Athboy. 


Jour. 543. 


And it Wii alſo—Reſolved, that this Com- 


mittee would proceed to determine on the votes 
1 of 
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- of the-petitioners as they appeared on the poll- 
book, and that they will eine upon each 
ſingxg. 

Jiuoſeph Brown was nraduced: to eſtabliſh his 
freehold.” He lived at Clonmellon; his freehold 
lay in the town and manor of Athboy; he lived 
at Clonmellon when he regiſtered his freehold ; 
it conſiſted of a houſe and garden, and was * 
gitered the 16th of January laſt. 

Henry Reynolds, Clerk of e Nun read tlie 
regiſtry of the freehold of Joſeph Brown, and 
the aſſidavit of yang : Brown _- wn make; a 
freehold. | 

Theexamination:of Brown was. has vevithed. 
I. 8 His freehold was worth 408. per annum, for he 
1 had 43s. 3hd. profit rent, and he meant to vote 

10 for mn and Sir Thomas Chap- 

man. | 7 | 
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He was croſs- examined. 

| His freehold conſiſted of a houſe and garden; 
he had a leaſe; got poſſeſſion of his houſe on the 
day his leaſe bore date. Purcell was at that 
time in poſſeſſion of it. Purcell was a yearly 
tenant, and had no freehold leaſe to the witneſs's 
knowledge—Purcell therefore could not vote. 
The witneſs knew Sir Benjamin Chapman's rea- 
fon for giving the leaſe was, that the witneſs 
was an improving tenant ; the leaſe was dated 
the roth of January. The witneſs paid 16s. 8d. 

rent. He was ſixteen days regiſtered on the day 
of the election. He was ſure Purcell paid more 
than fxteen 1 for it, before he got 


 polleſſion, 
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poſſeſſion. * He believed Purcell paid 4 ſhil 
lings for it to Sir Benjamin Chapman; and 
knew no reaſon Sir Benjamin Chapman had for 
giving witneſs the leaſe but that he was an im- 
proving tenant; but did not doubt but it was 
with an intention that the witneſs ſhould vote 
on the election, and made no doubt but that 
Sir Benjamin Chapman would give him a leaſe 
as an improving tenant without any other con- 
ſideration z—he believed he would not get his 
leaſe ſo cheap but through expeQation of having 
his vote. If he had paid as much rent as Pur- 
cell did, he believed he would not have been 
qualified to vote. Pureell paid the witneſs three 
pounds a year for it. The witneſs knew no- 
thing of any houſe Purcell had but that which | 
the witneſs holds. The witneſs was making imm 
provements between the 1oth of January and _ 
the 11th of Auguſt ; had finiſhed two houſes in 
that period ; theſe improvements were made at; 
Clonmellon. Clonmellon is in the county of 
Weſtmeath. He made no improvements at 
Athboy but thatching his houſe. 

Thomas Purcell was produced to invalidate the 
freehold of Joſeph Brown. He knew that part 
of the Manor of Athboy called Culditch, and 
had known it ſince he knew any thing; had a 
holding there before the rath of January laſt, 
conſiſting of the houſe he then lived in, and 
four other cabins, which he held from Mr. 
Shore at the yearly rent of three pounds. He 
was: acquainted with the lands, and all! Mr. 
| F Shore's 


ty 
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Shore's tenants, and never heard of any free- 


holder in Culditch but Mr. Shore himſelf before 
laſt January. He firſt heard, ſome time in Ja- 
nuary or February laſt, that Sir Benjamin Chap- 
man firſt intermeddled with the premiſes. ' The 


_ witneſs paid a year's rent, due laſt May, to Mr. 


Hodgins, Sir Benjamin Chapman's butler. He 
knew Joſeph Brown, and firſt heard that he 


Was to be his landlord from May laſt; but never 


had any converſation with Joſeph Brown rela- 
tive to his holding in Athboy at any time before 


May laſt. The witneſs continued in poſſeſſion 


of the ſive houſes he held under Shore till near 
May, and received ſuch of the rents as had been 
paid from the holders of the cabins to the iſt 
of May. He remembered the laſt election of 


Athboy :; he paid no rent to Brown before the 


laſt election. When Sir Benjamin Chapman 
purchaſed Culditch, it was reported among the 
tenants, that they would be removed to put 
freeholders in their place. The witneſs then 
took a houſe from Thomas Bennet in Athboy, 
and paid 11. 188. a year for it. In March laſt, the 
witneſs and Maurice and Mooney had a conver- 


ſation with Sir Benjamin Chapman, who told 


them that they ſhould not be diſturbed, but 
ſhould have their holdings as formerly, upon 
which the witneſs threw up Bennet's holding. 
He was not now in poſſeſſion of the five: houſes 
in Culditch, which he was in poſſeſſion of under 
Shore; he was now poſſeſſed of but one. In 
May laſt Hodgins came to him, and told bim be 
520112 muſt- 
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muſt pay the ſame rent for-the houſe he lived in 
as he formerly paid for all ;—this happened after 
he had thrown up Thomas Bennet's houſe. 
'Tom-Bennet's houſe was in as good order, and 


che garden more valuable than his preſent hold. 


ing. Having thrown up Bennet's, he would 
not ſet it again to him, and it was too near May 
for him to look for another ſettlement, which 
obliged him to agree with Hodgins. He believed 
Hodgins was no agent to Brown, but that he 
lived with Sir Benjamin Chapman ;—he never 
knew Brown till May. He paid the rent to 
Hodgins for the uſe of Sir Benjamin Chapman, 


whom he always conſidered as his landlord. He 


took a receipt. Before the time of paying his 


rent, he had no acquaintance with, nor know-. 


ledge of Joſeph Brown ;—he had no leaſe from 
Brown, nor had he ever entered into any agree- 
ment. with him about it ſince Lamas laſt, Brown 
had promiſed to put his holding in order, which 
he had not yet done. He believed his preſent 
tenement, was not worth three pounds a year, 


and would not give forty ſhillings a year for it; 
he believed thirty ſhillings or thirty-five hillings | 


was enough for it; he did not intend to live on 


it longer than May, but would continue in it 


till May if it ſtaid up for him till then ;—his 
garden contained between four or five perches. 
Use was croſs, examined. 
He thought himſelf ill uſed in raiſing the rent 


on him, He heard Sir Benjamin Chapman had 
made frecholders on the Jands, and believed it 
F 2 to 
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be true. The witneßt came up to town with 


Mr. Welſh in a chaiſe; he believed Mr. Welſh 


to be a friend to Mr. Hopkins. He paid no rent, 


but Brown had borrowed three ſhillings and 
three · pence from him: The witneſs could read 
and write; he believed that he read the receipt 


when it was given to him; he imagined the 


rent was for Sir B. Chapman, and would not 
have paid Brown, if he had aſked him for i 1 
e r had ſet the place to him. | 


Thomas Walſh was produced to the find 5 


—He knew the lands of Culditch, and knew 
Thomas Purcell's holding inthem ; he viewed it 


the then laſt Monday ; the warden was 21 yards 
by eight; had viewed the houſe, it could not be 
in a worſe condition than it then was; he woult 
not lie a night in it, and thought a ſolvent te- 
nant would not give above 3 5s. or 36s. a year 


for it. He knew the other houſes, formerly in 
Purcell's 3 Richard Purcell was in pol | 


ſeſſion of one, Matt. Plunket of another, and 
one Callaghan of another; he had no Know. 
ledge of any other houſe chat ind been poſſeſſed 


by ten Fa L 


He was crobs examined, 


"the beld tenements in Athboy, aud i | 
under Lord Darnley ; he held the houſs.he lived 
in under Mr. Hopkins; he had a vote in Ath- 


boy, and voted the laſt election for Mr. Howard 
and Mr. Bligh ; he wiſhed them ſucceſs in their 
election, but was not extraordinarily active for 
them : he received the rents of Culditch for 

eight 
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eight or ten years for Mr. Shore, the former 
poſſeſſor. Purcell has no connection with the 
witneſs, but as a workman for him in a malt- 
houſe. He knew one M*Loghlin, he thought 
forty ſhillings; a year enough for the three cab- 
bins, and believed the houſe and garden belong- 
ing to Purcell, to be worth thirty, ſhillings or 
thirty-bive ſhillings a year, and would give two 
guineas 2 year for the whole concern. He had 
lived in Athboy, ſince he was à boy; he would 
not give more for all the concerns than two gui- 
neas a year; all the houſes of Culditch were of- 
fered to the witneſs for fourteen pounds 4 year, 
and he refuſed to take them; the offer Was 
made about four years ago the concerns were 
worſe at that time, than at the time the offer 
was made by. Mr. Shore, the former poſit ieffor,”to 
the witneſs; 3 there were but nine ſtreet lots, the 
reſt being back ones, and therg; way not ile an 
acre in the „„ e 

The room Was here 1 2 ben he 
ponds Were. called, they were inder med, . 
the committee. ha 
| Reſolved. a hat the petitioners 

ſhall be .obliged to cloſe their evidence in the 
firſt inſtance, and ſhall not be permitted after 
the examination of witneſſes, on the part of the 
ſitting members, to go into further evidence 
and vice verſa. 5 | 

The room was again cleared, and —_ the 


counſel were called in, 5 were informed that 
the committee had . 


Resolved 


THE CASE QF; THE... 


-»Refoived unanimouſly, that: Joſeph Brown 
was nat qualiſied to vote on the laſt election for 
repreſentatives, to ſerve in . for the 
Borough and Manor of Athboy. | 


Juobn Hodgins was produced to prove ks free- 
| hold, he lived in Clonmellon, in the county of 
Weſtmeath, his frethold lay in the town and 
manor of Athboy, and conſiſted ef a houſe and 
garden; he had a leaſe of two lives, Robert 


Shore's and his on, and regiltered his freehold 
on the 16th of January laſt. 0 


2 coping aud een were read as * 


717 , 


- His freehold was 42 to one Fatiick Mooney. f 


He (the witneſs) had two pounds fifteen fhil. 
lings profit rent; he payed a ſhilling yearly out 
of that to his Uundlord; he had received a year's 
rent from his tenantj he was ſure the holdin 

was worth the rent pb received for it to a fol- 

vent tenant. He knows the town of Athboy, 
aid the value of the houſes therein; his hold- 
ing was worth really and truly twopounds: four- 
teen thillings, and more, and he would have got 
more for it, if he choſe to put the old tenant 
out laſt May; he received the rent for his own 
uſe, and handed it over to no perlen. 1 a0 


* 
+ 4 
- 


He was croſs examined. 

Patric Mo gone y was in poſleflion « on. the fach 5 
5 laſt, who held under Mr. Shore, before 
the execution of the leaſe to witneſs, Sir Ben- 
jamin Chapman was entitled to receive the rent 


be 1 je paid two pounds fifteen ſhillings yearly, 


_ 
J 
es of 


before 


r 
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before the execution of wittiels's leaſe: He (the | 
witneſs) was two-pounds fourteen ſhillings richer 
yearly by getting the leaſe; he had been a ſer- 
vat to Mr. William Chapman ; he never handed 
over the rent to any perfon; nor made any ak 

lowance in lieu of it; he was fure he would have 
got the leaſe, if even no election had been ap- 
proaching; the holding was in Want of repairs: 
He (the witneſs) then ftill lived with Mr. Chaps 
man; the leaſe was executed on the day of the 
date, the fourteenth of January, 1533; hut he 
did not regiſter it in Dublin; he locked on him- 
ſelf as entitled to receive the rent, during the 
whole term of his leaſe; he received half 2 
year's rent laſt May, for the firſt time, at which 
time he paid frx-pence, and half a year's 9 
his landlord, and produced his receipt. 

He faid at the election, that he held under Sir 
Benjamin, Mr. re and oY THO Chap- 
man. 
lle (the withels) believed ian Was not 

Shores tenant in November, 1784; he knew 
not the time of the conveyance from Shore to 
Sit Benjamin; he knew not whether his free- 
hold be part of Culditch, but it was in the 
Main- Street, next door but one to Purcell's 
houſe.” Patrick Mooney bad .occupied:'it as a 
yearly tenant, long before November laſt; he 
was very ſure Sir Benjamm and Mr. Chapman 
would have given him the frechold, if no clec- 
tlon had been approaching, they having given 
n better one in the county of Weſtmeath. 
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He (the witneſs) had made no allowance in 


his wages, or otherwiſe for the frechold. 


Thoma Walſh, to invalidate tlie freehold 5 


John Hodgins.—Fhe witneſs knew the tene- 
ment in Athboy, in which Mooney lived; it 


was part of Culditch; he was in it on Monday 


laſt; there was a garden to it— the garden was 


fifty-ſix yards by nine; he examined the houſe, 
it was in very bad order—it could not be in 
worſe; Mooney's houſe was one of the nine 
houſes he had been offered for the fourteen 
pounds a year. The witneſs has been all his 
life acquainted with Athboy; he had been re- 
ceiving the rents of the preſent: holding for 
eight or nine years; he thought the houſe and 
garden at preſent, worth thirty-ſive ſhillings 


per annum to a ſolvent tenant, he meant this of 
the ground rent, for he e the houſe was 


of no value. 
lle was croſs- e 
He went to make the inſpection of his own 
. ee he was aſked the value, and would 
not make any anſwer; but being aſked the va- 
lue by the committee for the ſitting members, he 
ſaid, the houſe was of no value, but only for the 


ſtones; he would give one pound , twelve ſhil- 


lings for the plot, if the ground was clear. He 
ſaw Mooney lying in his bed, and he (Mooney) 
was afraid the houſe would fall on him; Moo- 
ney's family conſiſted of himſelf, his wife, and 
four children; Mooney was a taylor, not at pre- 
ſent able to work, and had lived in the houſe 

upwards: 
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dab of twenty years. Mooney was obliged 
to pay two pounds fifteen ſhillings to Hodgins, 
Sir B. Chapman's butler, as he had no other 
place to go to; and the witneſs, on being con- 
ſulted by Mooney, adviſed him to ſtay in it for 
this year, as he could get no other place at that 
time of the year; Mooney had paid the ſame 
rent always, but had had three or four back- 
houſes along with it, which he has not in the 
then preſent year; he had the Widow Cher- 
ry's, Simon Owens's, and James Murneen's 
houſes: Simon Owens's holding contained ele- 
ven yards by four; the Widow Cherry's had 
no garden, and James Murneen's had ten yards 
by three; —Hodgins's holding was better than 
Purcell/s;—Purcell's houſe was a much better 
houſe, had more materials, and a greater front: 
The Widow Cherry paid ten ſhillings a year 
Murneen paid twenty-five ſhilings, and Owens, 
twenty-ſeyen ſhillings, as they told him. Moo: 
ney continued ſtill in poſſeſſion, and told wit: 
neſs, that he was to pay the ſame rent for the one 
holding, as he formerly paid for the Whole, 
The witneſs was ſure Mooney, would, not have 
continued tenant, if he could get another hold; 
ing among his cuſtomers; ;/ and if Money was 
to leave the houſe, the witneſs was ſure another 
tenant would nat be got at the ſame rent, - ö 
Mooney loſt the poſſeſſion of the back houſes ‚ 
in the then laſt May; he tald him a3 that time, 
he paid the fame rent for the one holding, as | 
— for the whole * the back -houſes paid 


rent 
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rent to others, and not to Mooney, as the te- 
nants told him, they paid rent to Mooney al- 
Ways, until November laſt; Mooney had re- 
ceived no rent this November he had received 
the rent till laſt May; he knew Mooney was re- 


ceiving rent of the back-houſes, as Mooney, 


The witneſs) excuſed 


on paying rent to him, 


dis want of punctuality, from not being himſelf 


paid by tenants in his back-houſes. 
Francis Hopkins, was offered to be produced as 
a witneſs, relative to an alledged deed of mort- 
gage, and it being objected to, the room was 
cleared; and when the counſel were called in, 
they were informed that the committee had 
i:-Refobved, that Mr. Hopkins might be exa- 
mined as to an alledged deed of mortgage, con- 
cerning the lands of Culditch, 11 in the Ong 
and Manor of Athboy. 
| Francis Hopkins, Eſq. was ntoSn2e tt to prove the 
timeof the commencementof SirBenjamin's title. 
He knew the lands of Culditch—they were the 
eſtate of the Earl of Darnley, and were in leaſe 
to Mr! Shore of the County of Longford ; the 


father of the preſent Mr. Shore being diſtreſſed, 


the witneſs advanced to him fix hundred and 
ten pounds, and the lands were mortgaged to 
the witneſs for that ſum by the preſent Mr. 
Shore, the principal and intereſt paid to 
witneſs the beginning of January laſt, by Sir 
Benjamin Chapman. He never executed any 
conveyance of his eſtate in ſaid lands to Sir 


e unn Chapman, nor amt re-conveyance to 
| the | 


© 4 fe 
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the preſent Mr. Shore, and had the original leaſe 
in his pocket: He never joined the preſent 
Mr. Shore nor Sir Benjamin in any conveyance 
of the lands, and never was applied to by any 
perſon to execute any re- conveyance. 
He was croſs-examined. 


He ſigned a receipt for the money, avi pro- 
miſed to give up the deeds, on being paid a bill 
of coſt due to him; the coſts were never ten- 


dered to him. He knew Mr. Foſter of Athboy, 


and Mr. Edwards; he was not applied to by ei- 
ther of them for the purpoſe ; he believed, if 
the money due was paid, a re-conveyance ought 
to be executed. He did not believe that Sir 
Benjamin was then entitled to theſe lands; and 
believed he had not paid Mr. Shore all the mo- 
ney due; he believed on the witneſs's being paid 
the entire money due to him, Sir Benjamin 
Chapman would be poſſeſſed of the witneſs's 
title to ſaid lands. A receipt was produced to 
him, and the witneſs acknowledges it—it was 
dated the thirteenth January laſt ; the witneſs. 

acknowledged the bill of coſt, it conſiſted of 
© oOther-particulars beſides the coſt of the mort- 
gage, but ſaid, he would execute the convey- 
ance, if the mortgage coſt alone were paid. 
He proved the hand- writing of Robert Shore to 
the deed of mortgage, and proved the ſame to 
the deed from Shore to Sir Benjamin Chapman; 
the witneſs was not a mortgagee in u 
and bad r received intereſt. 
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Ale conveyance/from Mr. Shore to Sir Ben 
jamin Chapman was read, and the deed from 
Robert Shore to Francis Hopkins produced. 
Patrick M*Loghlin was produced, to impeach 
the teſtimony of Thomas Welfh.-———The wit- 
neſs was a linen-weaver, ſometimes kept four 
looms, and lived in Athboy ; he knew Moo- 
ney's holding, fince he knew any thing: his fa- 
ther was herd to Mr. Shore, and the witneſs 
uſed to call there for the rent. Mooney did 
Not occupy the whole houſe, the widow Mad- 


dock occupied part, and paid one pound one 


ſhilling for her part of the houſe, with a ſepa- 


rate door, and a very {mall part of the garden 


ſhe had about one-third of the houſe, and Moo- 
ney had the remainder ; the witneſs would give 
fGifty-five ſhillings a year for the whole houſe, 
if he could get a leaſe of it of either thirty-one 
years, or two lives. He knew Thomas Welſh 
very well ; the witneſs met Welth laſt Monday - 
on the Dublin road coming to town, as. the 
witneſs was going home with phyſic for a ſick 
cow, he took the witneſs into the carriage; the 
witneſs expreſſed great uneaſineſs for his cow, 
and appeared unwilling to come to town; 
Welſh faid, if he gained his point, it would be 
more than the value of a cow in his way; he 
told the witneſs he had a ſummons for him in 
his pocket, bnt did not ſhew it to him; Welſh 
told the witneſs the buſineſs he had with him, 
was, that the witneſs ſhould ſwear, the houſe he 
lived in, was on the green: the houſe the wit- 
#12; 8 WW neſs 


2 
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neſs lived in, he always paid rent to Mr. Shore; 


there are three fairs in the year held on that 


The witneſs told Walſh he could not 
ſwear ſo ; he then gave the witneſs one ſhilling 
and ſeven-pence halfpenny, and bid him take 
his horſe, and go home. The firſt converſa- 
tion was in the carriage; the witneſs came with 
Welſh to Dublin, and was a day and a night at 
Mr. Sands's, in Smithfield, when Welſh want- 
ed him to go home, and offered him the mo- 


ney. The witneſs knew Purcell; Purcell told 


the witneſs, that he would ſwear his houſe 
(which joined that of witneſs) was on the 
Green, and that the witneſs might lawfully do 
fo as to his ; the witneſs told him he would 
not, as he had a leaſe, and no man on the pre- 
miſſes had one but himſelf. The witneſs paid 
one pound twelve ſhillings and 1ix-pence a year 
for his holding, till Hopkins purchaſed, and 
then the witneſs paid but five thillings. Hop- 
kins purchaſed the place, and gave him ſeven- 
teen guineas for it, which reduced the rent; 
the witneſs had four houſes and a good garden 
on it, fix years of the leaſe, were at the time of 


the fale to Hopkins to run—the leaſe expired 4 


year, laſt May. The night he ſpent in Dublin, 
he heard Purcell and Welſh valuing the houſes 
in Culditch ; they. vilued them to twenty-five 
pounds yearly and upwards; they ſaid, that 
twelve had polled out of the houſes, and they 


could make up but ten; they meant freehold: - 
ers, voting out of the houſes; he knew the 
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THE CASE OF | THE 


lands as well as the houſes ; he had the care of 
them from his father's death till laſt May; 
heard they, excluſive of the houſes, grazed 
from twenty-five to twenty-eight milch cows 
annually, they lay at the very back of the town 
of Athboy ; the witneſs was removed from the 
care of the land by Mr. ura, the land be- 


| ing ill-uſed by pigs. 


He was croſs- examined. 


He uſed to attend the cattle, (though a 
Weaver,) as he lived ſo near the ground; he 


did not remember a cow being loſt off the 


lands, but he acknowledged, that the Widow 
Reilly had a cow loſt off the lands, while un- 
der his care; he had a cow of his own died, 


but not on the lands. Sir Benjamin Chapman 


had threatened to make the witneſs pay for the 
cow that was loſt, and he believed that Sir B. 
Chapman removed him on account of it; he 
believed he would not be made to pay for it. 
The witneſs told Purcell, that Sir B. Chapman 


would make him pay for the cow, if he gave 


evidence for the ſitting members. He had 


heard Culditch was ſurveyed, and that it con- 
tained. more than twenty-one acres, but not 
thirty acres—that it contained twenty-three 


acres; he knew not what it contained particu- 


_ larly, and could form no belief of it; the bot- 


toms were in a wet winter often covered with 
water. He could not form a judgment of the 
quantity covered, and believed there were four 


| | 
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acres covered—he did not believe there were 
five acres covered; he believed the lands were 
leſs valuable on that account. The houſe the 
witneſs lived in oppoſite the Green, ſteps out of 
the green into it; the houſe was , bulls dees 10 
went to live in it. 


Mr. Hopkins puirhaſteht an acre of Culditch, 
and has it in his poſſeſſion; Mr. Hopkins paid 
four pounds for that acre, it was included in 
his garden, and he paid the more on that ac- 
count ; thirty-five. ſhillings a cow; y 
paid for a year's grazing. / 5471 

Henry Cuſack was produced to eſtabliſh Welſh's 
character. The witneſs knew Walſh" thirty 
years and upwards ;' he knew his condu pretty 
well Welſh lived very near him (the witneſs); 
he had been always conſidered as a virtuous ho- 
neſt man; and the witneſs had _ Oe W 
of him himſelt. 


| Nie was eee 

The witneſs was a tenant of Lord N | 
George  Gaven was produced in ſupport of 
Welſh's character. He knew Welſh fix or ſe- 
ven years; he did not live near him ;butthe 
never heard of a man in any ſtation. of) a better 
character than Welſh, 110 dad: en _ rr 


opinion. 


The room was the Jerred Land on WY 
Counſel being called in, they were informed 
that the Committee had 

Reſolved . 


THE CASE OF THE . 


- Refobved unanimouſly, that John Hodgins 
was not qualitied to vote on the laſt election for 
| Repreſentatives to ſerve in Parliament for the 
rn of Achbey . . 0 7 
A queſtion being then made as to „b title of 
Sir Benjamin Chapman to, make leaſes, it was 
argued; that the original title was in Robert 
Shore, Who mortgaged to Hopkins for 6 1ol. 
andthat the legal eſtate was conveyed by the 
mortgage the equity of redemption alone re- 
maining in Shore, the mortgagor, That when 
the day limited for payment pafles, the mort: 
gagor had only an equitable. right after the day 
of payment paſſed, and if the mortgagor conti- 
vued in poſſeſſion, he was a mere tenant at 
will to the mortgagee. The mortgagee might 
bring an ejectment for recovery of lands, and 
AO; degal remedy in mortgagor. An ejectment 
could not be brought againſt a tenant from year 
to year without ſix months notice; but there 


was no notice requiſite for one againſt a mort- 
gagör. he title therefore Was leſs while mort- 
gagor continues in poſſeſſion by permiſſion of 
the mortgagee. He had to be ſure, a vote him- 
ſelf ; but not having a legal eſtate in himſelf, he 
could not convey one. Every derivative ſtate 
muſt derive from a greater eſtate than itſelf. 
Equitable freeholders deriving under a perſon | 
campętent to r can vote wort in 


n offen. 5 
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9 caſe was alſo cited” to ſhew, that à mort- 
gages may recover in ejectment, without gi giving 
notice to quit, againſt a tenant who claĩmed un- 
der à leaſe from the mortga or, granted after 
the mortgage without the privity of the mort- 
ragec, fo that a mortgagee had been adjudged 
in the ſtricteſt manner a tenaut at 'will,—and 
that the tenant ſtands in the fame light. The 
caſe ſtranger ſtill, againſt tenants o fame kind 
in treland;: as: no regiſtry: in England which 
ſerves as notice to tenants inf Ireland Mort - 
gugor haaſelt has a ewe” | 367 of N 
merrly . 105130 04 u og! DN 104490 


It was argued for the veikaeit bc 
eſtate af the mortgagor was not void; but 
merely voidable, whilt mortgagee forbore tak. 
ing poſſeſſion. There were no words i the A 
to empgyer the mortgagor to vote, the clauſe 
being intended to empower the morigagee to 
vote, the poſſeſſion beingithe primcipal point in 
the contemplation of Legiſlature. Ihe prac- 
ice on: mortgages in this 1 differs mate- 
rialy from. [that in England. In Englauc n 
mortgagor anſwering the bill, and acknowledg. 
ing mortgage, the lands veſt entirely imithe 
ee ee ſmall the ſum borrowed 

may have been z—and cited Turner againſt 
Gwynne that even after kuf pgs. 
* make leaſes. or 1 If "anll 


The room was then cheated, and when tlie 
Counſel were called in, they were informet that 


the Committee had 8 
H Reſolved 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, that under the pecu- 


liar. circumſtances of this caſe, Sir Benjamin 


Chapman, Bart. had a right to make freehold 
leaſes on the lands of Dune, in the Borough 


alſo 

Reſolved 3 that: A mortgagor in 
poſſeſſion „ notwithſtanding, the legal eftate is in 
the mortgagee, may grant freehold leaſes. 

The petitioners admitted, that if the point be 
re, againſt them in the caſe of William 
Donovan, a voter, out of the lands of Clon- 
mellon, they would go into no gtber evidence as 
to: eſtabliſhing of votes. 

Milliam Donovan Was 1 0 to prove bis 
krrebold.— The witneſs's freehold was in the 
town and 'manor of Athboy ; it was a forty» 


Thilling freehold ;- he lived at Clonmellon when 
he-regiſtered it. He had a leaſe of two lives, 
both of which were living. His freehold lay in 
the Main- ſtreet, except one back-houſe which 


"es 


| had no garden, i in which a woman lived; his ſtreet 


houſe had a garden. He produced his leaſe, which 


Was dated the 13th January. He paid a pepper- 


corn rent in Clonmellon. His freehold'in Ath- 
boy was {et to two tenants—the widow Cherry 
aud the widow Smith; the widow Cherry paid 
ten ſhillings, and the widow Smith forty ſhil- 
lings. He thought he could ſet Smith's for 


ta guineas a year-;—the widow. Cherry's he 


thought to be worth ten ſhillings a year. The 
yy N 01 tenants 
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_ tenants paid all rent due without being aſked. 


There was then no rent due until the next day 


of payment. He was paid laſt November rent 
two or three days after the fair of Athboy. 


. He was croſs- examined. 


The witneſs had a good freehold in Clonmel- , 


lon, on which he lived. The widows Smith and 
Cherry were in poſſeſſion of holdings before the 
witneſs got poſſeſſion. He believed the widow 
Smith paid ſome rent formerly; he believed the 
ſame of the widow Cherry. He heard and be- 


lieved that Mr. Shore received ſome rents from 
Cherry and Smith for ſeveral years. Hodgins 


received rent due out of theſe houſes at May 
laſt, and paid it to the witneſs. Some days after 
witneſs getting his leaſe, about three weeks or 
a fortnight, the witneſs went to take poſſeſſion. 


Mr. Hodgins ſet holdings to under-tenants, and 
received the rent, and paid it to the witneſs. 


Mr. Hodgins made the bargain at May; the wit- 
neſs made no bargain with under-tenants from 
January to May ; he made no bargain with un- 
der tenants at any time. He believed it may be 
Hodgins who made agreement with all theſe 


frecholders. He had no converſation with Sir 


Benjamin Chapman about employing Hodgins. 
He faw the houſes of his under tenants ſeveral 
times as he went to buy things to Athboy: His 
leaſe was made at Sir Benjamin's houſe at St. 
Lucy. He never examined the houſes with an 

I | intention 
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1 elected a Burgeſs, to ſerve in this Parliament, 


THE CASE OF THE 


intention of becoming a tenant for them till ſome 
days before the execution of the leaſe, and then 
propoſed himſelf for tenant to Sir Benjamin, 
who had promiſed to give him a freehold leaſe, 
and he then applied for it. The witneſs was ſe- 
veral times in the widow Smith's, but never in 
Cherry's till after he took the leaſe. Ile knew 
not till after taking the leaſe, that the widow 
Cherry lived in the back houſe. The witneſs 
had made no improvements, the houſes not be- 
ingia want of them. He received fifty ſhillings 
4 year rent. There was no bargain made till 
May, and yet ke acknowledged that he ſwore he 
had a freehold. © He knew what rent Mrs. Smith 
paid at the time of the execution of the leaſe. 
The witneſs was in Athboy between the 13th 
and 16th of January, the witncſs then examined 
Mrs. Smith's houſe ; the widow Cherry not be- 


ing at home, made no agreement, Hodgins 


having made one before. At the time of re- 
giſtering the freehold, the witneſs had no know- 
ledge of what rent Smith paid, except what he 
was told by Sir Benjamin Chapman. 


The Committee then 


Reſolved unanimouſly, that WilliamiDono- 
van was not entitled to vote for Repreſenta- 


tives to ſerve in this Parliament for the Borough 


and Manor of Athboy,——Alſo, 


Reſolved, that Hugh Howard, Eſq. was du- 


for 


BOROUGH OF ATHBOY. 


for the Borough « of Athboy, in the County of 


Meath. 
Reſolved, chat Hu gh Howard, Eſq. was Sy 


returned a Burgeſs, to ſerve in this Parlia- 


ment, for the Borough of Athboy, in the 
County of Meath. 


Reſolved, that Thomas Bligh, Eſq. was Ju 
ly elected a Burgeſs, to ſerve in this Parlia- 
ment, for the Borough of Athboy, in __ 
County of Meath. 


Reſolved, that Thomas Bligh, Eſq. was du- 
ly returned a Burgeſs, to ſerve in this Par- 
liament, for the Borough of * in the 
County of Meath. 


Ordered, that the Clerk of the Committee 
do deliver to the different perſons, who have 
depoſited in his hands books, papers, or re- 
giltries, their reſpective papers. 


53 


And the determinations of the Committee, 21 tr. 
were ordered to be entered in the Journals of Com. Jo. 
the Houſe. 
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